


Every year at Christmastime, the birth of Christ is reenacted on stages around the world.



We scarcely need reminder of the roles necessary for such a production:



The angel Gabriel



The wise men from the east



The shepherds of the field and the barnyard animals



The Virgin and her child



and Joseph, the husband of Mary.



Each of these are celebrated in wonderful Christmas carols:



We sing about the angels



We sing about the shepherds



We sing about the wise men



Of course, we sing about Mary and her baby



We even sing about the animals!



But very few songs even mention Joseph!

This is how it begins…

“Joseph was an old man,
And an old man was he.
When he married Mary, 
In the land of Galilee.”



To begin to appreciate the 
significance of Joseph, one must look 
no further than the sixteenth verse in 
Matthew:

Matthew 1:16
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the 

husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.



Matthew 1:1 says it is “The book of 
the generation of Jesus Christ,” and 
it starts off with the lineage of 
Abraham to Joseph. 

For the second time in the history of 
God’s dealings with his people, a 
man named Joseph, the son of a man 
named Jacob, played a critical role in 
the fulfilling of God’s plan.

Matthew 1:16
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the 

husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.



From the genealogy in Matthew, we learn that 
Joseph was a direct descendant of the kings 
David and Solomon.

Matthew 1:6
6 And Jesse begat David the king, 

and David the king begat Solomon 
of her that had been the wife of Urias; 



All but one of the genealogies in the 
Bible are linked by seed, fathers to 
sons. But Jesus was not the son of 
Joseph by seed. Jesus is the Son of 
God.

Joseph was his father by divine 
appointment. This is the reason for 
the peculiar language in Luke when 
he gives us the lineage of Mary:

Luke 3:23
23 And Jesus himself began to 

be about thirty years of age, 
being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, 
which was the son of Heli,



Matthew wrote about Joseph, the 
son of Jacob. Luke testifies of 
Joseph, the son of Heli. 

Heli was in fact the father of Mary,
and father-in-law to Joseph. 

Luke 3:23
23 And Jesus himself began to 

be about thirty years of age, 
being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, 
which was the son of Heli,



Mary’s line also ran through David, but 
through his son Nathan, not Solomon. 

Luke 3:31
31 Which was the son of Melea, 

which was the son of Menan, 
which was the son of Mattatha, 
which was the son of Nathan, 
which was the son of David...



God decreed that the house of David 
would continue through Solomon. 
Therefore, it was through Joseph that 
Jesus was entitled to inherit the throne 
of King David. This fact alone 
emphasizes the vital contribution of 
Joseph to our redemption.

1 Chronicle 22:9-10 
9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee, 

who shall be a man of rest; and I will 
give him rest from all his enemies 
round about: for his name shall be 
Solomon, and I will give peace and 
quietness unto Israel in his days.

10 He shall build an house for my name; 
and he shall be my son, and I will be 
his father; 
and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom over Israel for ever. 



Matthew 1:18-19
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 

wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a publick example, 
was minded to put her away privily.  

We can further appreciate the man chosen by 
God to raise his Son by looking at the 
circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus.



Leviticus 20:10 
10 And the man that committeth 

adultery with another man's 
wife, even he that committeth 
adultery with his neighbour's 
wife, the adulterer and the 
adulteress shall surely be put 
to death. 

At the point in the story, only Mary and 
her cousin Elizabeth were certain that 
her unborn child was the Son of God.  
All that Joseph knew was that he was 
not the father of Mary’s child. In his 
mind, he had no choice about what 
must be done:



Matthew 1:20-21
20 But while he thought on these things, 

behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, 

This led to the first of four very special 
commands that Joseph received from God. 



Matthew 1:20-21
20 But while he thought on these things, 

behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost.  

21 And she shall bring forth a son, 
and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their sins.  

This led to the first of four very special 
commands that Joseph received from God. 



Matthew 1:24-25 
24 Then Joseph being raised from 

sleep did as the angel of the 
Lord had bidden him, 
and took unto him his wife:  

25 And knew her not till she had 
brought forth her firstborn son: 
and he called his name JESUS. 

Thanks be to God, Joseph was not 
a hearer of the Word only. He did 
as he was told.



Luke 2:3-5
3 And all went to be taxed, 

every one into his own city.  
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:)  

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child.

It was on account of Joseph’s heritage that 
he was required to take his very pregnant 
wife on a long journey to pay his taxes.



Micah 5:2
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 

though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting. 

His obedience led to the fulfillment of a 
500-year-old prophecy that the Messiah 
would be born in the little town of 
Bethlehem. 



Matthew 2:13 
13 And when they were departed, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeareth to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, 

Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word: 

for Herod will seek the young child to 
destroy him.  

The second of the four special orders that 
Joseph received from God came after the visit 
of the wise men from the east. 



Matthew 2:14-15 
14 When he arose, he took the young child 

and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt:  

15 And was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son.

His obedience led to the fulfillment of another 
ancient prophecy.



Matthew 2:14-15 
14 When he arose, he took the young child 

and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt:  

15 And was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son.

His obedience led to the fulfillment of another 
ancient prophecy.

This prophecy is from Hosea 11:1:
1 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, 

and called my son out of Egypt.



Matthew 2:16
16 Then Herod, 

when he saw that he was mocked of 
the wise men, 
was exceeding wroth, 
and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had 
diligently enquired of the wise men.  

Joseph’s obedience saved Jesus from 
Herod’s wrath and the terrible event 
now known as the massacre of the 
innocents.



Matthew 2:17-18 
17 Then was fulfilled that which was 

spoken by Jeremy the prophet, 
saying,  

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, 
and weeping, 
and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, 
because they are not. 



Matthew 2:17-18 
17 Then was fulfilled that which was 

spoken by Jeremy the prophet, 
saying,  

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, 
and weeping, 
and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, 
because they are not. 

This prophecy is in Jeremiah 31:15.   



Matthew 2:19-21 
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, 

an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt,

20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead which sought the 
young child's life.  

21 And he arose, and took the young child 
and his mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. 

After the death of Herod, God used another 
dream to send the family back to Israel.



Matthew 2:22-23 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 

reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.

A fourth visitation directed Joseph to settle his 
family in Nazareth.



Archelaus came to power in 4 BC 
after the death of his father Herod 
the Great. 

Matthew 2:22-23 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 

reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.

A fourth visitation directed Joseph to settle his 
family in Nazareth.



“To be called a Nazarene, was to 
be called a despicable man,
a man from whom no good was 
to be expected, and to whom no 
respect was to be paid.”

Matthew Henry Commentary

Matthew 2:22-23 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 

reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.

A fourth visitation directed Joseph to settle his 
family in Nazareth.



We see evidence of this prejudice 
in John 1:45-46: 

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and 
saith unto him, 
We have found him, of whom 
Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  

46 And Nathanael said unto him, 
Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth? 

Philip saith unto him, 
Come and see.

Matthew 2:22-23 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 

reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.

A fourth visitation directed Joseph to settle his 
family in Nazareth.



Matthew Henry Commentary

“This was not particularly foretold 
by any one prophet, but, in 
general, it was spoken by the 
prophets, that he should be 
despised and rejected of men (Is 
53:2, 3), a Worm, and no man (Ps 
22: 6, 7), that he should be an 
Alien to his brethren (Ps 69:7, 8).  

Matthew 2:22-23 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 

reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: 
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of 
Galilee:  

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.

A fourth visitation directed Joseph to settle his 
family in Nazareth.



Luke 2:39-40 
39 And when they had performed all things 

according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, 
to their own city Nazareth.

40 And the child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom: 
and the grace of God was upon him. 

Now we understand why Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
returned to their hometown of Nazareth.



Luke 2:41-45 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every 

year at the feast of the passover.  
42 And when he was twelve years old, they 

went up to Jerusalem after the custom of 
the feast.  

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as 
they returned, the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it.  

44 But they, supposing him to have been in 
the company, went a day's journey; and 
they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance.  

45 And when they found him not, they turned 
back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

The next biblical reference to 

Joseph occurs when Jesus was 

twelve years old and Joseph led 

his family on their yearly 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem. When 

the feast concluded, Joseph and 

Mary began their trek home. They 

must have traveled in a large 

caravan because a full day passed 

before they realized that Jesus 

was not with them.



Luke 2:46-48 
46 And it came to pass, that after three days 

they found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions.  

47 And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. 

48 And when they saw him, they were 
amazed: 
and his mother said unto him, 
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing. 



Luke 2:49-52 
49 And he said unto them, 

How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business?  

50 And they understood not the saying which he 
spake unto them.  

51 And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: 
but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man. 



Luke 2:49-52 
49 And he said unto them, 

How is it that ye sought me? 
wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business?  

50 And they understood not the saying which he 
spake unto them.  

51 And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: 
but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.  

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man. 

By this time, it is clear that 

Jesus understood that Joseph 

was his adopted father.



Here, with Jesus living in subjection to Mary 
and her husband, the record of Joseph ends. 
Except for disparaging remarks made by 
scoffers about “the carpenter’s son,” he is 
not again mentioned. Yet to minimize 
Joseph’s importance in the life of Jesus is to 
clearly miss the mark. His gift to Jesus was 
access to the throne of David via Solomon. In 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, we see a 
sterling example of faith, love, obedience, 
and courage under the most trying of 
circumstances. Certainly we can see that 
Joseph is the Unappreciated Man of the 
Nativity!




